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A popular myth about the travails of Africa holds that the continent's long history of poor economic
performance reflects the inability of its leaders and policymakers to fulfill the long list of preconditions to be
met before sustained growth can be achieved. These conditions are said to vary from the necessary quantity
and quality of physical and human capital to the appropriate institutions and business environments. While
intellectually charming and often elegantly formulated, that conventional wisdom is actually contradicted by
historical evidence and common sense. It also suggests a form of intellectual mimicry that posits a unique
path to prosperity for all countries regardless of their level of development and economic structure.

In fact, the argument underlining that reasoning is tautological, and the policy prescriptions derived from it
are fatally teleological: low-income countries are by definition those where such ingredients are missing.
None of today's high-income countries started its growth process with the "required" and complete list of
growth ingredients. Unless one truly believes that the continent of Africa-and most developing countries-are
ruled predominantly if not exclusively by plutocrats with a high propensity for sadomasochism, the
conventional view must be re-examined, debated, and questioned.

This volume-the second of the Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics-aims at reassessing the economic
policies and practices observed across the continent since independence. It offers a collection of analyses by
some of the leading economists and development thinkers of our time, and reflects a wide range of
perspectives and viewpoints-even on the same topic. Africa's emergence as a potential economic powerhouse
in the years and decades ahead amply justifies the scope and ambition of the book.
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From reader reviews:

Patrice Gasaway:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics: Volume 2:
Policies and Practices (Oxford Handbooks). Try to face the book The Oxford Handbook of Africa and
Economics: Volume 2: Policies and Practices (Oxford Handbooks) as your close friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Barbara Duty:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Oxford Handbook of
Africa and Economics: Volume 2: Policies and Practices (Oxford Handbooks) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dorothy Betancourt:

This The Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics: Volume 2: Policies and Practices (Oxford Handbooks)
is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this The Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics: Volume 2: Policies and
Practices (Oxford Handbooks) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
knowledge.

Wanda Pence:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Oxford Handbook of Africa and
Economics: Volume 2: Policies and Practices (Oxford Handbooks) can give you a lot of friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you



information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics: Volume 2: Policies
and Practices (Oxford Handbooks).
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