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David Hume is often considered to have been a sceptic, particularly in his conception of the individual's
knowledge of the external world. However, a closer examination of his works gives a much different
impression of this aspect of Hume's philosophy, one that is due for a thorough scholarly analysis. This study
argues that Hume was, in fact, a critical realist in the early twentieth-century sense, a period in which the
term was used to describe the epistemological and ontological theories of such philosophers as Roy Wood
Sellars and Bertrand Russell.

Carefully situating Hume in his historical context, that is, relative to Aristotelian and rationalist traditions,
Fred Wilson makes important and unique insights into Humean philosophy. Analyzing key sections of the
Treatise, the Enquiry, and the Dialogues concerning Natural Religion, Wilson offers a deeper understanding
of Hume by taking into account the philosopher's theories of the external world. Such a reading, the author
explains, is not only more faithful to the texts, but also reinforces the view of Hume as a critical realist in
light of twentieth-century discussions between externalism and internalism, and between coherentists and
foundationalists.

Complete with original observations and ideas, this study is sure to generate debates about Humean
philosophy, critical realism, and the limits of perceptual knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Sutton:

The book The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism, an Exposition and a
Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The External World and Our
Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism, an Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book
The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism, an Exposition and a Defence
(Toronto Studies in Philosophy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Colleen Holden:

The ability that you get from The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism, an
Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism, an
Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this specific The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism,
an Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) instantly.

George Gentry:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical Realism, an
Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Debra Daniel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The External World and Our Knowledge of It:



Hume's Critical Realism, an Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's Critical
Realism, an Exposition and a Defence (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) as good book not just by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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