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From opium in Stone Age Europe to petrol sniffing in aboriginal Australia, intoxicants have always featured
prominently in societies all over the world. In this study, the author shows how "magic mushrooms" in
Siberia and New Guinea, the mysterious "haoma" plant in ancient India and Iran, and "yaje", peyote and
tobacco in the New World have all played a central role in the religious or social life of the community, and
that altered states of consciousness produced by each intoxicant are shaped by cultural values. The book also
explores the use of psychoacvtive substances in European witchcraft, and the way that scientists, poets and
artists introduced new hallucogens, such as mescaline and LSD into the West. A final chapter examines the
social aspects of milder stimulants such as coffee, tea, betel, qat, cola, coca and kava and the rituals
surrounding them, showing that their significance extends beyond the simple pleasure of the individual to the
religious, legal, economic, political anmd sexual life of communities. This book is the 1991 winner of the
Prometheus award, made for the most outstanding synopsis for a first book by a young unpublished author in
the field of archaeology, ethnography or ancient history.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Henderson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Alchemy of Culture: Intoxicants in Society.

David Barnett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Alchemy of Culture: Intoxicants in
Society, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Sandra Lynn:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Alchemy of Culture:
Intoxicants in Society that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you can pick The Alchemy of Culture: Intoxicants in Society become your current starter.

Randi Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The
Alchemy of Culture: Intoxicants in Society.
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