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For most of the 19th and much of the 20th centuries, railroads dominated American transportation. They
transformed life and captured the imagination. Yet by 1907 railroads had also become the largest cause of
violent death in the country, that year claiming the lives of nearly twelve thousand passengers, workers, and
others. In Death Rode the Rails Mark Aldrich explores the evolution of railroad safety in the United States
by examining a variety of incidents: spectacular train wrecks, smaller accidents in shops and yards that
devastated the lives of workers and their families, and the deaths of thousands of women and children killed
while walking on or crossing the street-grade tracks.

The evolution of railroad safety, Aldrich argues, involved the interplay of market forces, science and
technology, and legal and public pressures. He considers the railroad as a system in its entirety: operational
realities, technical constraints, economic history, internal politics, and labor management. Aldrich shows that
economics initially encouraged American carriers to build and operate cheap and dangerous lines. Only over
time did the trade-off between safety and output?shaped by labor markets and public policy?motivate
carriers to develop technological improvements that enhanced both productivity and safety.

A fascinating account of one of America's most important industries and its dangers, Death Rode the Rails
will appeal to scholars of economics and the history of transportation, technology, labor, regulation, safety,
and business, as well as to railroad enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Death Rode the Rails: American
Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suited book with you?

Tanya Minor:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad
Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Lewis Skinner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-
1965 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Rodolfo Odum:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad
Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Death Rode the Rails: American Railroad Accidents and Safety, 1828-1965 has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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