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Traces the development of Lacanian theory, and its possible future.

In Beyond Lacan, James M. Mellard traces psychoanalytic literary theory and practice from Freud to Lacan
to Zizek. While Freud effectively presupposes an unconscious that is textual, it is Lacan whose theory all but
articulates a textual unconscious as he offers the epoch a cutting-edge psychoanalytic ideology. Mellard
considers this and then asks, “Which Lacan? Is there one or many? Early or late?” As Zizek counters the
notion of a single, unitary Lacan, Lacanians are asked to choose. Through Lacanian readings of various texts,
from novels like Ellison’s Invisible Man and O’Connor’s Wise Blood to short stories by Glaspell and
Fitzgerald, Mellard shows that in critical practice Lacanians produce a middle Lacan, between early and late.

Mellard concludes by examining why Zizek has perhaps transcended Lacan. More than any other, it is Zizek
who has constructed early and late Lacan, making possible that middle Lacan of praxis, but in the process he
has also claimed an independent authority. Ultimately, Mellard explains how Zizek offers a post-Lacanian
critique—one built on a pervasive philosophy of paradox—that opens new avenues of analysis of contested
cultural and literary issues such as subjectivity, political economy, multiculturalism, and religious belief.

“Mellard is courageous in applying French and Freudian concepts to a literature that openly disavows the
psychoanalytical, making his approach the kind of eye-opening exercise that makes teaching criticism so
important and worthwhile. As Mellard integrates advances in criticism with specific readings of the texts he
treats, we must recognize that this is no small task, and others have found it more than daunting and done it
less thoroughly.” — Juliet Flower MacCannell, author of Figuring Lacan: Criticism and the Cultural
Unconscious
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture). Try to stumble
through book Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) as your pal. It means that it can to
get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lisa Buffington:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in
Psychoanalysis and Culture) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Drew Poland:

This Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Beyond Lacan
(SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Jerald Higgins:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By book Beyond Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Beyond
Lacan (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture). You can more inviting than now.
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