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Originally published in 1845, this concise critique formed the basis of thirty later lectures delivered in 1848
by Ludwig Feuerbach, one of Germany’s most influential humanist philosophers. In The Essence of Religion
Feuerbach applied the analysis expounded in The Essence of Christianity (1841) to religion as a whole. The
main thrust of Feuerbach’s argument is aptly summed up in the original subtitle to this work: "God the Image
of Man. Man’s Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion." Feuerbach reviews key
aspects of religious belief and in each case explains them as imaginative elaborations of the primal awe and
sense of dependence that humans experience in the face of nature’s power and mystery. Rather than humans
being created in the image of God, the situation is quite the reverse: "All theology is anthropology," he says,
and "the being whom man sets over against himself as a separate supernatural existence is his own being."
Feuerbach goes on to argue that the attributes of God are no more than reflections of the various needs of
human nature. Further, as human civilization has advanced, the role of God has gradually diminished. In
ancient times, before human beings had any scientific understanding of the way nature works, divine powers
were seen behind every natural manifestation, from lightning bolts to the change of seasons. By contrast, in
the modern era, when an in-depth understanding of natural causes has been achieved, there is no longer any
need to imagine God behind the workings of nature: "He who for his God has no other material than that
which natural science, philosophy, or natural observation generally furnishes to him . . . ought to be honest
enough also to abstain from using the name of God, for a natural principle is always a natural essence and
not what constitutes the idea of a God."
Feuerbach’s naturalistic philosophy had a decisive influence on Karl Marx and radical theologians such as
Bruno Bauer and David Friedrich Strauss. His incisive critique remains a challenge to religion to this day.

 Download The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy ...pdf

 Read Online The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosop ...pdf

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1591022134


Download and Read Free Online The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) Ludwig
Feuerbach

From reader reviews:

Mary York:

The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Essence of Religion (Great
Books in Philosophy) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Marilyn Apperson:

The book untitled The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in
the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Gerald Rountree:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Essence of Religion (Great
Books in Philosophy) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Kevin Hardy:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By book The Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy) we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The
Essence of Religion (Great Books in Philosophy). You can more appealing than now.
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