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The first railroad to connect the Mississippi River with the Great Lakes, the Chicago & Alton Railroad
played a key role in the economic development of the Midwest. From humble beginnings in 1847 as
transport for farm produce, it grew to link three key midwestern cities—Chicago, St. Louis, and Kansas
City—and set the standard for efficient service and luxurious passenger travel.

Such famous personages as Abraham Lincoln, Marshall Field, Timothy Blackstone, and Samuel Insull were
associated with the Chicago & Alton. Lincoln had been among the first to buy stock in the company, and the
Chicago & Alton carried his funeral train on the last leg of its journey to Springfield, Illinois.

The introduction of George Pullman's first sleeping and dining cars enhanced the Chicago & Alton's
reputation for elegant style and comfort. The company initiated a number of innovations in rail travel,
including the installation of the first steel railroad bridge. It was also the first to bring streamliners and
diesels into the highly competitive Chicago-St. Louis corridor.

Events that shaped America, from the Civil War to World War II, impacted the Chicago & Alton. During the
tumultuous years of its business expansion, frequent shifts of power threatened to destroy the railroad.
Edward Harriman, for example, rebuilt and reequipped the Chicago & Alton only to lose it in one of his few
mistakes. The federal government later seized control during one of the Chicago & Alton's weakest periods,
but relinquished it after a devastating coal strike. Even criminal manipulations of the railroad's stock and
bonds by a New york financier played a role in the company's turbulent history.

Illustrated with eighty photographs, many of them never before published, The Chicago & Alton Railroad is
the first complete history of one of America's most famous small railroads.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Chicago & Alton Railroad: The Only Way. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The Chicago
& Alton Railroad: The Only Way. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Lola Paolucci:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has
to answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The
Chicago & Alton Railroad: The Only Way to read.

Anthony Flowers:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
The Chicago & Alton Railroad: The Only Way is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Richard Burnett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is The Chicago & Alton Railroad: The Only Way.
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