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BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Karen Armstrong's Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life.

In the late twentieth century, fundamentalism has emerged as one of the most powerful forces at work in the
world, contesting the dominance of modern secular values and threatening peace and harmony around the
globe. Yet it remains incomprehensible to a large number of people. In The Battle for God, Karen
Armstrong brilliantly and sympathetically shows us how and why fundamentalist groups came into existence
and what they yearn to accomplish.

We see the West in the sixteenth century beginning to create an entirely new kind of civilization, which
brought in its wake change in every aspect of life -- often painful and violent, even if liberating. Armstrong
argues that one of the things that changed most was religion. People could no longer think about or
experience the divine in the same way; they had to develop new forms of faith to fit their new circumstances.

Armstrong characterizes fundamentalism as one of these new ways of being religious that have emerged in
every major faith tradition. Focusing on Protestant fundamentalism in the United States, Jewish
fundamentalism in Israel, and Muslim fundamentalism in Egypt and Iran, she examines the ways in which
these movements, while not monolithic, have each sprung from a dread of modernity -- often in response to
assault (sometimes unwitting, sometimes intentional) by the mainstream society.

Armstrong sees fundamentalist groups as complex, innovative, and modern -- rather than as throwbacks to
the past -- but contends that they have failed in religious terms. Maintaining that fundamentalism often exists
in symbiotic relationship with an aggressive modernity, each impelling the other on to greater excess, she
suggests compassion as a way to defuse what is now an intensifying conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism
(Ballantine Reader's Circle) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mary Manzo:

Beside that The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism (Ballantine Reader's Circle) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism (Ballantine Reader's Circle)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this
book and read it from right now!

Martha Doughty:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism
(Ballantine Reader's Circle) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism (Ballantine Reader's Circle) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that
will.

Rhonda Munoz:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Battle for God: A History of Fundamentalism (Ballantine Reader's Circle) when you
necessary it?
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