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In this updated, expanded edition, starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion - that belief in God is
merely a product of man's desire for security - Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a
more satisfying explanation for atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death,
absence, or mistreatment, frequently leads to a rejection of God.

A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that this "defective father
hypothesis" provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers. A survey of the
leading defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis, finding few defective
fathers. Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female atheists and a consideration of
other psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Yet the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needs is so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
one to atheism is necessary.

Vitz offers a radical new thesis about the psychological origins of atheism. By studying the lives of
numerous famous atheists, from the old atheists Nietzsche, Sartre, and Freud to the new atheists Hitchens,
Dawkins, and Dennet, Vitz discovers a startling common pattern: atheism arises in people with dead, absent,
or abusive fathers. By contrast, prominent defenders of religious belief-including Blaise Pascal, John Henry
Newman, and G.K. Chesterton-were blessed with attentive, loving and caring fathers. Vitz's provocative
book raises important questions about psychology, religious belief, and the importance of fathers.
- Christopher Kaczor, Author, The Seven Big Myths about the Catholic Church

Quite simply, Paul Vitz's Faith of the Fatherless is a minor classic, a book that should be on the short list of
all those who want to understand, in the deepest terms, the ill effects caused by the failures of fatherhood.
Faith of the Fatherless should function as a gateway book to research in all fields examining our current,
highly-secularized culture, a culture marked deeply by both unbelief and hostility toward the family and
especially fatherhood.
- Benjamin Wiker, Author, Architects of the Culture of Death
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Christopher Morton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Spencer Fuentes:

Why? Because this Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Susan Larabee:

This Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism is completely new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Faith of the
Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy



even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and knowledge.
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