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The term philosophy originally meant the love of wisdom. Eventually, it became the name given to the
inquiry into the first principles and causes of things from the standpoint of human reason. Therefore, there
are many reasons for studying philosophy—it is the history of thought.

First of all, one can see farther when standing on the shoulders of giants. The great philosophers of antiquity
are truly the intellectual giants bridging the abyss between the past and the present. Unfortunately, the
thoughts of the earlier thinkers were often conflicting and occasionally incorrect. Nevertheless, we can often
learn from the errors of these great minds. There is a lot of truth to be learned from a significant error.

What is more, great minds produce great thoughts, and great thoughts are worth thinking again. Our mind is
enriched by following in the intellectual footsteps of those that have gone before us.
Philosophy provides a basis of thought in virtually every other discipline. For example, one cannot truly
know science without understanding the philosophy of science. Nor can one know theology without
understanding the philosophical principles that it is built upon.

Your worldview is a philosophical construct. Because you view everything in the world through the lens of
your worldview, you must thoroughly examine and completely understand the philosophical principles that
frame this lens. Therefore, that with which we think, our worldview, is more important than that about which
we think, our world; the former determines our comprehension of the latter. Philosophy is the basis upon
which we build our thoughts about life.

The basic areas of philosophy—logic, epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics—unfold before us in the
history of thought. Hence, an understanding of the history of philosophy brings with it an understanding of
the diverse areas of philosophical thought. With the crucial knowledge of what the great minds before us
have thought concerning the critical topics of life, we can better develop our own ideas about our world.

From a religious point of view, all theological, biblical, and hermeneutical issues are rooted in philosophy
and its presuppositions. Without a knowledge of the history of philosophy, we cannot properly understand
and resolve these issues.

Finally, the study of the history of thought is a worthy and rewarding enterprise all within itself. As Aristotle
said, humans are rational animals. As such, we are capable of rational thought. On the other hand, ideas,
important or petty, good or bad, have consequences. One need think only of men like Hitler, Stalin, and Mao
to confirm the effect of a single man’s ideas.

In view of all these reasons, you, the reader, could not spend your intellectual efforts more profitably than in
the study of the unfolding of the history of great ideas. We do not live in a vacuum, thus, we must not think
in a vacuum. With the preparation of the thoughts of those that have gone before us, we can influence the
thoughts of those that come after us. Welcome to the history of philosophy. Enter, and experience the power
of thought at your fingertips.
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From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A History of Western Philosophy: Ancient and Medieval (vol. 1).

Fidel Auxier:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book A History of Western Philosophy: Ancient and Medieval (vol. 1)
has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide A History of Western Philosophy: Ancient and Medieval
(vol. 1) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book A History of Western Philosophy: Ancient and Medieval (vol. 1). You never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Carol Rosborough:

The reason? Because this A History of Western Philosophy: Ancient and Medieval (vol. 1) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Larry Valadez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the A History of Western Philosophy: Ancient and Medieval (vol. 1) when you required it?
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