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Once rarely discussed in medical circles, the relationship between spirituality and health has become an
important topic in health care. This change is evidenced in courses on religion and medicine taught in most
medical schools, articles in journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine, and conferences being
held all over the country. Yet, much of the discussion of the role of religion and spirituality in health care
keeps the critical distance of only being about spirituality. A Balm for Gilead goes further, offering a work of
spirituality.

Sulmasy moves between the poetic and the speculative, addressing his subject in the tradition of great
spiritual writers like Augustine and Bonaventure. He draws from philosophical and theological
sources?specifically, Hebrew and Christian scripture?to illuminate how the art of healing is integrally tied to
a sense of the divine and our ultimate interconnectedness. Health care professionals?and anyone else
involved with the care of the sick and dying?will find this series of meditations both inspiring and
instructive.

Sulmasy addresses the spiritual malaise that physicians, nurses, and other health care workers experience in
their professional lives, and explores how these Christian healers can be inspired to persevere in the care of
the sick. Drawing on the parable of the prodigal son, for instance, Sulmasy illustrates how some physicians
have put financial gain ahead of their patients, and how genuine spirituality might change their hearts. He
examines both enigmatic topics such as the relationship between sinfulness, sickness, and suffering and the
spirituality of more routine topics such as preventive medicine. In one especially stirring and poignant
meditation, he reflects on the spirituality of dying in the light of Christian hope.

A Balm for Gilead interweaves prayer and reflection, pointing the way to a twenty-first-century spirituality
for health care professionals and their patients.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Alexandre:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on
Spirituality and the Healing Arts will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or appropriate book with you?

Adrian Rogers:

This A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on Spirituality and the Healing Arts book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. That A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on Spirituality and the Healing Arts
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on Spirituality and the Healing Arts can bring once
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on Spirituality and the Healing Arts
having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Stacy Perry:

A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on Spirituality and the Healing Arts can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Balm for
Gilead: Meditations on Spirituality and the Healing Arts although doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Tyler Cote:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Balm for Gilead: Meditations on
Spirituality and the Healing Arts can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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