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From the INTRODUCTION.
The Old French romance, Perlesvaus, with which the following pages deal, was published in 1866 in
conjunction with the Perceval of Crestien de Troyes. Since the date of its publication, the work has several
times been the object of more or less fruitful discussion. The past investigation on the subject, however, has
been limited merely to the bearing the romance has on questions relating to the Holy Grail. The Perlesvaus,
it seems, has shared the fate of most Grail works in that its importance for the history of the Grail legend has
for the time being overshadowed the interest in the work itself. While several permanent contributions have
been made with respect to parts of the romance, there has been thus far no independent attempt to learn
definitely the origin and the nature of the work.
The need then of a special study of the Perlesvaus will be readily admitted. Certainly, the romance is of
sufficient importance as a Grail work to justify such an undertaking; moreover, aside from its connection
with the Grail legend it possesses a peculiar interest as one of the earliest examples of French literary prose.
Consequently, if the Perlesvaus is, as it has been held to be, chiefly a compilation from other contemporary
works, the first step in the further study of it is to ascertain from what particular sources it was compiled. At
the same time the question of the extent and nature of the indebtedness to these sources should be
considered. It is with a view to the partial settlement of these two questions: the particular sources of the
Perlesvaus and the relation of the romance to these sources, that the present study is made.
The previous studies dealing with the work serve as a starting-point for the investigation in hand. A review
of this literature will be made in order to indicate the results thus far reached by writers on the subject and to
determine what special points are still open to discussion. This method will define largely the course of the
present study. As to the limits of the study, it was at first planned to take account of most of the sources of
the Perlesvaus, the order in which the sources were to be treated being as far as possible according to their
relative importance. That is, those works were to be considered first to which the Perlesvaus appeared to be
most closely related; those were to be considered next with which it showed less connection; and so on, as its
affinity with the works in question diminished. For so full a treatment, however, more time and space would
have been necessary than could be given to the study. Accordingly the relationship of the romance only to its
more important sources will be considered here.
The present inquiry, however, had necessarily to be preceded by an examination of the MSS. of the
Perlesvaus. The modern edition of the romance was published by Potvin from a single MS. in the
Bibliothèque de Bourgogne at Brussels, though variants were also given from a Bern MS. which contains
two fragments of the work. Since the publication of Potvin's edition, however, five additional MSS. have
come to light containing the Perlesvaus in some form or other; and in 1876 the Rev. Robert Williams edited
a Welsh translation (with a Modern English rendition by himself) which M. Gaston Paris ascribes to a better
French text than that of Potvin's MS. The necessity is thus apparent of considering first this additional MS.
material before proceeding to the study of the work. Three of the MSS. unknown to Potvin (which are
virtually two as the third is a late copy of the second) are in Paris, a fourth is in Chantilly, and a fifth at
Oxford. The present writer has made a somewhat detailed examination of these MSS. and has also partially
verified the Potvin text according to the Brussels MS.; the results of this examination will be found in the
following pages.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of
Its Principle Sources. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a new book The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle
Sources. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Howard:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Old French Grail Romance -
Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources to read.

Jennifer Mitchell:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Old French
Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Betty Freeman:

This The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources is new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in



reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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