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The amusement parks which first appeared in England at the turn of the twentieth century represent a
startlingly novel and complex phenomenon, combining fantasy architecture, new technology, ersatz danger,
spectacle and consumption in a new mass experience. Though drawing on a diverse range of existing leisure
practices, the particular entertainment formula they offered marked a radical departure in terms of visual,
experiential and cultural meanings. The huge, socially mixed crowds that flocked to the new parks did so
purely in the pursuit of pleasure, which the amusement parks commodified in exhilarating new guises.
Between 1906 and 1939, nearly 40 major amusement parks operated across Britain. By the outbreak of the
Second World War, millions of people visited these sites each year. The amusement park had become a
defining element in the architectural psychological pleasurescape of Britain. This book considers the
relationship between popular modernity, pleasure and the amusement park landscape in Britain from 1900-
1939. It argues that the amusement parks were understood as a new and distinct expression of modern times
which redefined the concept of public pleasure for mass audiences. Focusing on three sites â€“ Blackpool
Pleasure Beach, Dreamland in Margate and Southend's Kursaal â€“ the book contextualises their
development with references to the wider amusement park world. The meanings of these sites are explored
through a detailed examination of the spatial and architectural form taken by rides and other buildings. The
rollercoaster â€“ a defining symbol of the amusement park â€“ is given particular focus, as is the extent to
which discourses of class, gender and national identity were expressed through the design of these parks.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks
1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Architecture of Pleasure: British
Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can add information and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mark Blanding:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer involving The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-
1939 (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Joseph Lewis:

This book untitled The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide
from your list.

Wayne Robinson:

The actual book The Architecture of Pleasure: British Amusement Parks 1900-1939 (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.
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