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What makes a city an economic, political, and cultural center? In The Places Where Men Pray Together,
Paul Wheatley draws on two decades of astonishingly wide-ranging research to demonstrate that Islamic
cities are defined by function rather than form--by what they do rather than what they are. Focusing on the
roles of cities during the first four centuries of Islamic expansion, Wheatley explores interconnected cultural,
historical, economic, political, and religious factors to provide the clearest and most extensively documented
portrait of early Islamic urban centers available to date.

Building on the tenth-century geographer al-Maqdisi's writings on urban centers of the Islamic world,
buttressed by extensive comparative material from roadbooks, topographies, histories, adab literatures, and
gazetteers of the time, Wheatley identifies the main functions of different Islamic urban centers. Chapters on
each of the thirteen centers that al-Maqdisi identified, ranging from the Atlantic to the Indus and from the
Caspian to the Sudan, form the heart of this book. In each case Wheatley shows how specific agglomeration
and accessibility factors combined to make every city functionally distinct as a creator of effective space. He
also demonstrates that, far from revolutionizing every aspect of life in these cities, the adoption of Islam
often affected the development of these cities less than previously existing local traditions.

The Places Where Men Pray Together is a monumental work that will speak to scholars and readers across a
broad variety of disciplines, from historians, anthropologists, and sociologists to religious historians,
archaeologists, and geographers.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can
do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific The Places Where Men Pray Together: Cities in Islamic Lands,
Seventh through the Tenth Centuries to read.

Randy Anderson:

Often the book The Places Where Men Pray Together: Cities in Islamic Lands, Seventh through the Tenth
Centuries has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Edward Olivieri:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Places Where Men Pray Together: Cities in Islamic Lands, Seventh
through the Tenth Centuries was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Tamara Reams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Places
Where Men Pray Together: Cities in Islamic Lands, Seventh through the Tenth Centuries.
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