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Ancient Greek literature, Athenian civic ideology, and modern classical scholarship have all worked together
to reinforce the idea that there were three neatly defined status groups in classical Athens--citizens, slaves,
and resident foreigners. But this book--the first comprehensive account of status in ancient democratic
Athens--clearly lays out the evidence for a much broader and more complex spectrum of statuses, one that
has important implications for understanding Greek social and cultural history. By revealing a social and
legal reality otherwise masked by Athenian ideology, Deborah Kamen illuminates the complexity of
Athenian social structure, uncovers tensions between democratic ideology and practice, and contributes to
larger questions about the relationship between citizenship and democracy.

Each chapter is devoted to one of ten distinct status groups in classical Athens (451/0-323 BCE): chattel
slaves, privileged chattel slaves, conditionally freed slaves, resident foreigners (metics), privileged metics,
bastards, disenfranchised citizens, naturalized citizens, female citizens, and male citizens. Examining a wide
range of literary, epigraphic, and legal evidence, as well as factors not generally considered together, such as
property ownership, corporal inviolability, and religious rights, the book demonstrates the important legal
and social distinctions that were drawn between various groups of individuals in Athens. At the same time, it
reveals that the boundaries between these groups were less fixed and more permeable than Athenians
themselves acknowledged. The book concludes by trying to explain why ancient Greek literature maintains
the fiction of three status groups despite a far more complex reality.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hund:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Status in Classical Athens.

David Hoag:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Status in Classical Athens will make you to become
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Gail Beattie:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Status in Classical Athens. All
type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Irene Gonzales:

The experience that you get from Status in Classical Athens could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Status in Classical Athens giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this particular Status in Classical Athens instantly.
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