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The disintegration of former colonial empires in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East after World War II
profoundly affected the international balance of power, irrevocably altering the political map of the world.
The United States was in a unique position to influence the outcome of the struggles for independence in the
Third World. In Colonialism and Cold War, Robert J. McMahon looks closely at one area where American
diplomacy played an important role in the end of the European imperial order: Indonesia, the archipelago
that had been the jewel of the Dutch colonial empire since the early seventeenth century.

McMahon begins with an overview of the history of Dutch colonial rule in Indonesia and of the subsequent
rise of nationalism among the peoples of the East Indies. He then traces the evolution of American policy
toward Indonesia during the four years of the Dutch-Indonesian conflict, analyzing the factors that altered
the course of that policy from initial support for the Dutch to halting and reluctant support for the
nationalists.

The case of Indonesia illuminates American foreign relations as a whole in the postwar period. McMahon
demonstrates the fundamental link between American colonial policy and the Cold War, showing that the
official attitude toward Indonesia was determined by a global geopolitical strategy aimed at containing
communism. His study places American policy in Southeast Asia, particularly Vietnam, in historical context
by discussing the roots of that policy and comparing the cases on Indonesia and Indochina.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

The book Colonialism and Cold War: The United States and the Struggle for Indonesian Independence,
1945-49 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book Colonialism and Cold War: The United States and the Struggle for Indonesian
Independence, 1945-49? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Colonialism and
Cold War: The United States and the Struggle for Indonesian Independence, 1945-49 has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Wendy Clark:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Colonialism and Cold War: The United States
and the Struggle for Indonesian Independence, 1945-49 to read.

Carrie Francis:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Colonialism and Cold War: The United States and the Struggle for Indonesian Independence, 1945-49.

Ernestine Biggs:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Colonialism and Cold War: The United



States and the Struggle for Indonesian Independence, 1945-49 it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.
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