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This book is a study of polyandry, wife-selling, and a variety of related practices in China during the Qing
dynasty (1644-1912). By analyzing over 1200 legal cases from local and central court archives, Matthew
Sommer explores the functions played by marriage, sex, and reproduction in the survival strategies of the
rural poor under conditions of overpopulation, worsening sex ratios, and shrinking farm sizes. Polyandry and
wife-selling represented opposite ends of a spectrum of strategies. At one end, polyandry was a means to
keep the family together by expanding it. A woman would bring in a second husband in exchange for his
help supporting her family. In contrast, wife sale was a means to survive by breaking up a family: a husband
would secure an emergency infusion of cash while his wife would escape poverty and secure a fresh start
with another man.

Even though Qing law prohibited both practices under the rubric “illicit sexual relations,” Sommer shows
how magistrates charged with propagating and enforcing a fundamentalist Confucian vision of female
chastity tried to cope with their social reality in the face of daunting poverty. This contradiction illuminates
both the pragmatism of routine adjudication and the increasingly dysfunctional nature of the dynastic state in
the face of mounting social crisis. By casting a spotlight on the rural poor and the experiences of both men
and women, Sommer provides an alternative to the standard paradigms of women’s history that have long
dominated scholarship on gender and sexuality in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

In other case, little folks like to read book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival
Strategies and Judicial Interventions. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important a new book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival
Strategies and Judicial Interventions. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Latasha Hisle:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China:
Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions has been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Polyandry and Wife-Selling
in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing
Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions. You never sense lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Amy Terrell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China:
Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kimberly Silvestre:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty
China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was



created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Polyandry and Wife-Selling
in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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