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Pauline Kael, Andrew Sarris, and Roger Ebert were three of America’s most revered and widely read film
critics, more famous than many of the movies they wrote about. But their remarkable contributions to the
burgeoning American film criticism of the 1960s and beyond were deeply influenced by four earlier critics:
Otis Ferguson, James Agee, Manny Farber, and Parker Tyler. Throughout the 1930s and ’40s, Ferguson,
Agee, Farber, and Tyler scrutinized what was on the screen with an intensity not previously seen in popular
reviewing. Although largely ignored by the arts media of the day, they honed the sort of serious discussion of
films that would be made popular decades later by Kael, Sarris, Ebert and their contemporaries.
           
With The Rhapsodes, renowned film scholar and critic David Bordwell—an heir to both those
legacies—restores to a wider audience the work of Ferguson, Agee, Farber, and Tyler, critics he calls the
“Rhapsodes” for the passionate and deliberately offbeat nature of their vernacular prose. Each broke with
prevailing currents in criticism in order to find new ways to talk about the popular films that contemporaries
often saw at best as trivial, at worst as a betrayal of art. Ferguson saw in Hollywood an engaging, adroit
mode of popular storytelling. Agee sought in cinema the lyrical epiphanies found in romantic poetry. Farber,
trained as a painter, brought a pictorial intelligence to bear on film. A surrealist, Tyler treated classic
Hollywood as a collective hallucination that invited both audience and critic to find moments of subversive
pleasure. With his customary clarity and brio, Bordwell takes readers through the relevant cultural and
critical landscape and considers the critics’ writing styles, their conceptions of films, and their quarrels. He
concludes by examining the profound impact of Ferguson, Agee, Farber, and Tyler on later generations of
film writers.

The Rhapsodes allows readers to rediscover these remarkable critics who broke with convention to capture
what they found moving, artful, or disappointing in classic Hollywood cinema and explores their
robust—and continuing—influence.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The
Rhapsodes: How 1940s Critics Changed American Film Culture suitable to you? Often the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Rhapsodes: How 1940s Critics Changed
American Film Cultureis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world on this book.

Donald Bonilla:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled The Rhapsodes: How 1940s Critics Changed American Film Culture can
be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Karen Rodriguez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Rhapsodes: How 1940s Critics Changed American Film Culture your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Rhapsodes: How 1940s Critics Changed
American Film Culture giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Carl Fox:

The book untitled The Rhapsodes: How 1940s Critics Changed American Film Culture contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside



anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.
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