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Urged on by a powerful ideological and political movement, George W. Bush committed the United States to
a quest for empire. American values and principles were universal, he asserted, and should guide the
transformation of the world. Claes Ryn sees this drive for virtuous empire as the triumph of forces that in the
last several decades acquired decisive influence in both the American parties, the foreign policy
establishment, and the media.

Public intellectuals like William Bennett, Charles Krauthammer, William Kristol, Michael Novak, Richard
Perle, and Norman Podhoretz argued that the United States was an exceptional nation and should bring
"democracy," "freedom," and "capitalism" to countries not yet enjoying them. Ryn finds the ideology of
American empire strongly reminiscent of the French Jacobinism of the eighteenth century. He describes the
drive for armed world hegemony as part of a larger ideological whole that both expresses and aggravates a
crisis of democracy and, more generally, of American and Western civilization.

America the Virtuous sees the new Jacobinism as symptomatic of America shedding an older sense of the
need for restraints on power. Checks provided by the US Constitution have been greatly weakened with the
erosion of traditional moral and other culture.
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From reader reviews:

Morgan Woods:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication America the Virtuous: The
Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suited book with you?

Nellie Davis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book America the
Virtuous: The Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire. All type of book can you see on many options.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Bill Kelly:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love America the Virtuous: The
Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

David Brouwer:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will observe
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is America the Virtuous: The Crisis of Democracy and the Quest for Empire this book consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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