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This unique study of the cult of the Virgin Mary offers a way of thinking about the interrelations of
Catholicism and ideas of ideal femininity over the longue duree. An ambitious history of the changing
symbolism of the Mother of God, Alone of All Her Sex holds up to the light different emphases occurring at
different times, and highlights that the apparent archetype of a magna mater is constantly in play with social
and historical conditions and values.
Marina Warner's interesting perspective was forged in the aftermath of significant postwar developments in
history, anthropology, and feminism and the book inspired fierce debates when it was first published in 1976.
Alone of All Her Sex is also an emotive, personal statement, arising from Warner's own
upbringing as a Catholic. It picks up on classic accounts such as Mary MacCarthy's Memoirs of a Catholic
Girlhood and Antonia White's Frost in May, as well as the author's own experiences at a Catholic boarding
school. Highly controversial in conservative quarters, the book's arguments were welcomed and recognised
by many readers who shared Warner's experiences. In this new edition, Marina Warner has written a new
preface which reviews the book in the light of the current
debate about secularism, faith, nations, and social identities. She takes issue with her original mistaken
conclusion that the modern age would see the cult of Mary fade away and revises it in the light of recent
popes' enthusiasm for the Mother of God, a fresh wave of visions and revelations, a new generation of
female
saints, and the reorientation of theological approaches to the woman question.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and
the Cult of the Virgin Mary book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Benjamin French:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and the Cult of the
Virgin Mary can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Dorothy Cropper:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and the Cult of the Virgin
Mary why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Carolyn Charles:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and the Cult of the
Virgin Mary can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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