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Few of us spend much time thinking about courage, but we know it when we see it--or do we? Is it best
displayed by marching into danger, making the charge, or by resisting, enduring without complaint? Is it
physical or moral, or both? Is it fearless, or does it involve subduing fear? Abner Small, a Civil War soldier,
was puzzled by what he called the "mystery of bravery"; to him, courage and cowardice seemed strangely
divorced from character and will. It is this mystery, just as puzzling in our day, that William Ian Miller
unravels in this engrossing meditation.

Miller culls sources as varied as soldiers' memoirs, heroic and romantic literature, and philosophical
discussions to get to the heart of courage--and to expose its role in generating the central anxieties of
masculinity and manhood. He probes the link between courage and fear, and explores the connection
between bravery and seemingly related states: rashness, stubbornness, madness, cruelty, fury; pride and fear
of disgrace; and the authority and experience that minimize fear. By turns witty and moving, inquisitive and
critical, his inquiry takes us from ancient Greece to medieval Europe, to the American Civil War, to the
Great War and Vietnam, with sidetrips to the schoolyard, the bedroom, and the restaurant. Whether
consulting Aristotle or private soldiers, Miller elicits consistently compelling insights into a condition as
endlessly interesting as it is elusive.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

The book The Mystery of Courage can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Mystery of Courage? Several of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Mystery of Courage has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ernie Swisher:

This The Mystery of Courage usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this The Mystery of Courage can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Mystery of Courage forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bennie Gale:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Mystery of Courage, you could enjoy both. It
is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Patricia Coulter:

You can obtain this The Mystery of Courage by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.
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