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Chinese hand laundries have been a fixture of America's urban landscape for over one hundred years. Yet
little is publicly known about the workings of this familiar institution which originated shortly after Chinese
immigrants had started to arrive in some numbers in California in the 1850s. At that time the Chinese worked
in a wide range of occupations, hand laundries being one of them. But with the faltering of the Western
economy and as European immigration to the United States mounted, the tide of anti-Chinese sentiment
swelled, which culminated in violent evictions of the Chinese from West Coast cities and in the imposition
of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. The laundry became one of the few occupations in which Chinese
were able to continue to work. This book is the definitive scholarly study of Chinese laundries and of those
who worked in them in the United States. Sio's work, researched in the 1930s, was completed as a
dissertation in 1953 at the University of Chicago's School of Sociology. It is an intimate insider's look at the
life and work of Chinese hand laundry workers in Chicago, and is one of the most insightful participant
observation studies of this kind. Dr. Siu, himself the son of a laundryman, introduces in it the key
sociological concept of the "sojourner" and explores the whole nature of immigrant economies. Considered a
classic work by students of overseas Chinese and Asian American studies, The Chinese Laundryman is also
a landmark in the study of ethnic occupations and in the social and cultural history of the immigrant in
America. Vividly descriptive and highly readable, the book will appeal to anyone interested in the ethnic and
the urban experience in America.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The
Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History Project)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lisa Knight:

This book untitled The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History
Project) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication
from your list.

Marianne Guzman:

The particular book The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History
Project) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Stephen Mosley:

This The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History Project) is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York
Chinatown History Project) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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