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A well-known observer of Taiwan and Asian history and culture provides an insightful biography of Lee
Teng Hui, the pro-democracy statesman and former president of the Republic of China. As head of the
Taiwanese government from 1988 to 2000, Lee managed, without violence or major civil unrest, to reform
the authoritarian state into a constitutional democracy with a multi-party political system. This examination
of Lee's success puts to rest the idea that Asian values support only authoritarian regimes and reject human
rights and political democracy in favor of economic success and military power.

Richard C. Kagan describes in rich detail Lee's struggle to reinvent Taiwan's culture and political system by
advocating an independent sovereign nation with universal values of human rights, democracy, freedom, and
economic justice. His book offers new insights into the role Lee played in the still volatile Taiwan Strait
crisis and how Lee's diplomatic skills used the crisis to break free of the "One China" straitjacket of the
Shanghai Communiqué of 1972 while avoiding open warfare with the People's Republic of China. The
author argues that Taiwan is a vital part of America's national security interests in Asia and that the loss of
Taiwan to Mainland China would seriously damage American economic and military power in Asia. He calls
Lee's life a beacon for people looking for new ways to promote democracy and sovereignty and intends this
biography of Lee's life to highlight the statesman's significant contributions, until now little known or
misunderstood in the United States and Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Gavin Wilkins:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important
some sort of book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Tyler Woodley:

The book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Taiwan's
Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy
in Asia. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this book?

Tom Carter:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular
Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia to read.

Vickie Flores:

Often the book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and Democracy in Asia will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Taiwan's Statesman: Lee Teng-hui and
Democracy in Asia is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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