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Browsing through the pages of Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary, you will notice
something different: none of the Japanese entry words appearing in this book have been romanized. Some
people may be surprised by this feature, especially in that the book is seen as suitable for even absolute
beginners. Others (particularly the Japanese-language instructors who pointed out the need for such a
publication) will be delighted to find that a full-fledged furigana Japanese-English dictionary is finally
available.

What is furigana and why is it so important?
Furigana refers to the small kana that are printed above or alongside kanji to show the pronunciation of the
Chinese character. With furigana superscripts, the beginner who is familiar with hiragana and katakana is
able to read even the most difficult and obscure kanji at a glance. Other publications either provide little or
no guide to kanji readings or romanize some or all the Japanese words and sentences. Previously, romanized
Japanese dictionaries were of some value to students using textbooks that contained no Japanese script.
Recently, however, an increasing number of influential curriculums around the world are based on a
rationale and methodology that demands the introduction of hiragana and katakana from the earliest stages.
Learners and their teachers studying under such curriculums will inevitably feel more comfortable with a
dictionary like Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary, one that shows the pronunciation of kanji
with familiar and authentic kana script.

But it does not end there. The comprehensive 16,000-word basic vocabulary comprises a generous and
balanced selection of native Japanese words, kanji compounds, and foreign loanwords. Precise and
informative definitions, written specifically for English speakers, offer expert guidance on points of
grammar, meaning, style, orthography, pronunciation, and punctuation. Concise and insightful explanations
clarify even the most troublesome cultural terms. In addition there are 50,000 sample sentences that provide
a context-based understanding of how words are linked together to form authentic and natural Japanese
sentences.

Features that help expand word power and increase vocabulary skills have also been included in Kodansha's
Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary. Common collocations, derivatives, and compounds show how word
parts fit and work together. Comprehensive cross-referencing makes the learner aware of common synonyms
and antonyms, clarifying both meaning and usage. Finally, three appendices explain in detail such
complicated areas as conjugating verbs and adjectives, counting, and articulating foreign place names in
Japanese.

All of this and more in a portable format and at affordable price. Kodansha's furigana Japanese-English
Dictionary is the essential dictionary for all students of Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new
book Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Steven Hackett:

This Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary can be among
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person
with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Kodansha's
Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Lisa Yang:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary.

Shane Dagostino:

Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-
English Dictionary nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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