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Voltaire called it "the most sublime didactic poem ever written in any language." Rousseau rhapsodized
about its intellectual consolations. Kant recited long passages of it from memory during his lectures. And
Adam Smith and David Hume drew inspiration from it in their writings. This was Alexander Pope's Essay on
Man (1733–34), a masterpiece of philosophical poetry, one of the most important and controversial works of
the Enlightenment, and one of the most widely read, imitated, and discussed poems of eighteenth-century
Europe and America. This volume, which presents the first major new edition of the poem in more than fifty
years, introduces this essential work to a new generation of readers, recapturing the excitement and
illuminating the debates it provoked from the moment of its publication.

Echoing Milton's purpose in Paradise Lost, Pope says his aim in An Essay on Man is to "vindicate the ways
of God to man"—to explain the existence of evil and explore man's place in the universe. In a comprehensive
introduction, Tom Jones describes the poem as an investigation of the fundamental question of how people
should behave in a world they experience as chaotic, but which they suspect to be orderly from some higher
point of view. The introduction provides a thorough discussion of the poem's attitudes, themes, composition,
context, and reception, and reassesses the work's place in history. Extensive annotations to the text explain
references and allusions.

The result is the most accessible, informative, and reader-friendly edition of the poem in decades and an
invaluable book for students and scholars of eighteenth-century literature and thought.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Lefevre:

Here thing why this specific An Essay on Man are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. An Essay on Man giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with An Essay on Man. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train.
In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of An Essay on Man in e-
book can be your option.

Donald Shelby:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This An Essay on Man book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving An Essay on Man content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different such as it. So , do you still thinking An Essay on Man is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Gail Kennedy:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this An Essay on Man.

Henrietta Belcher:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book An Essay on Man we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book An Essay on Man. You can more
pleasing than now.
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