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America's Other Audubon chronicles the story of Genevieve Jones, her family, and the making of an
extraordinary nineteenth-century book, Illustrations of the Nests and Eggs of Birds of Ohio. At the age of
twenty-nine, Genevieve Jones, an amateur naturalist/artist and daughter of a country doctor, visited the 1876
Centennial World's Fair in Philadelphia, where she saw Audubon's paintings in Birds of America on display.
His artwork inspired her to undertake the production of a book illustrating the birds nests and eggs that
Audubon neglected to include in his work. Her parents were reluctant to support the undertaking of such an
ambitious and expensive project until Genevieve became despondent over a broken engagement. Concerned
over her fragile mental state, they encouraged her to begin the book as a distraction. Her brother collected the
nests and eggs, her father paid for the publishing costs, and Genevieve and her girlhood friend learned
lithography and began illustrating the specimens. The book was sold by subscription in twenty-three parts.
When part one of Genevieve's work was issued, leading ornithologists praised the illustrations, and
Rutherford B. Hayes and Theodore Roosevelt added their names to the subscription list. One reviewer wrote:
It is one of the most beautiful and desirable works that has ever appeared in the United States upon any
branch of natural history and ranks with Audubon's celebrated work on birds. Then, suddenly, Genevieve
died of typhoid fever after personally completing only five of the illustrations. Her family took up the
completion of the work in her memory. They labored for seven years until the book was completed in 1886;
collecting nests and eggs, drawing lithographs on stone, and hand coloring fifty copies of each illustration,
and writing the field notes for each species of bird. Both the brother who collected the nests and eggs and
wrote the field notes, and the mother who completed the drawings on stone and hand coloring, were stricken
with typhoid fever two years after Genevieve's death and nearly died. In spite of serious damage to their
health, they never gave up and labored until the book was finished. The father covered the publishing costs,
which were higher than had been anticipated and were not covered by the subscription price, and ultimately
lost his entire retirement savings completing the task in his daughter's memory. The mother lost her eyesight
at the end of her life from the effects of typhoid fever and long hours of straining to draw and color the nests
and eggs. But neither parent ever complained and considered their work on the book the most important
accomplishment of their lives. When the mother's copy of the volume was exhibited on the Chicago World's
Fair in 1893, it was awarded a bronze medal. Only 90 copies of the book were produced and fewer than 20
have been located today in libraries or in private collections. America's Other Audubon includes a foreword
by the Curator of Natural-History Rare Books at the Smithsonian, Leslie Overstreet, a prologue and
introduction by researcher and writer Joy M. Kiser (with archival photographs of the family and original
advertisements and ephemera from the publication and sale of the book), the 68 original color plates of nests
and eggs, plus selected field notes, a key to the eggs, and a key to the birds scientific and current common
names (which have changed since the book first published in the nineteenth century). Joy Kiser has been
friends with the Jones ancestors for fourteen years and has access to family photographs and documents that
the general public has never seen. The Joneses story has never been fully told and no other author is better
prepared to tell it.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

The book America's Other Audubon can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the best thing like a book America's Other Audubon? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book America's Other Audubon has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Todd Quesinberry:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be America's Other Audubon why because the excellent cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Neil Dussault:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like America's
Other Audubon which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Walton Han:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book America's Other Audubon we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life at this book America's Other Audubon. You can more inviting than now.
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