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Often typecast as a menacing figure, Peter Lorre achieved Hollywood fame first as a featured player and
later as a character actor, trademarking his screen performances with a delicately strung balance between
good and evil. His portrayal of the child murderer in Fritz Lang's masterpiece M (1931) catapulted him to
international fame. Lang said of Lorre: "He gave one of the best performances in film history and certainly
the best in his life." Today, the Hungarian-born actor is also recognized for his riveting performances in The
Man Who Knew Too Much (1934), The Maltese Falcon (1941), and Casablanca (1942). Lorre arrived in
America in 1934 expecting to shed his screen image as a villain. He even tried to lose his signature accent,
but Hollywood repeatedly cast him as an outsider who hinted at things better left unknown. Seeking greater
control over his career, Lorre established his own production company. His unofficial "graylisting" by the
House Committee on Un-American Activities, however, left him with little work. He returned to Germany,
where he co-authored, directed, and starred in the film Der Verlorene (The Lost One) in 1951. German
audiences rejected Lorre's dark vision of their recent past, and the actor returned to America, wearily
accepting roles that parodied his sinister movie personality.The first biography of this major actor, The Lost
One: A Life of Peter Lorre draws upon more than three hundred interviews, including conversations with
directors Fritz Lang, Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, John Huston, Frank Capra, and Rouben Mamoulian,
who speak candidly about Lorre, both the man and the actor. Author Stephen D. Youngkin examines for the
first time Lorre's pivotal relationship with German dramatist Bertolt Brecht, his experience as an émigré
from Hitler's Germany, his battle with drug addiction, and his struggle with the choice between celebrity and
intellectual respectability.Separating the enigmatic person from the persona long associated with one of
classic Hollywood's most recognizable faces, The Lost One is the definitive account of a life triumphant and
yet tragically riddled with many failed possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Dolly:

The book The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Lost One:
A Life of Peter Lorre? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Lost One: A
Life of Peter Lorre has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Samuel Lashley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Pearl Miller:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Ricky Bradley:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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