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Morningside Heights, the institutional heart of New York City, is also one of the city's most architecturally
distinguished neighborhoods. The high plateau that forms Morningside Heights is geographically isolated
within the city and remained largely undeveloped even as neighboring Harlem and the Upper West Side
became prestigious residential communities. At the end of the nineteenth century, institutions relocated to the
plateau where sizable plots were available at a convenient distance from the built-up city. In 1887 Episcopal
Bishop Henry Potter announced plans for the construction of a great cathedral at the edge of the plateau. The
cathedral was soon followed by Columbia College and St. Luke's Hospital, which contemplated grand
complexes, and by newer institutions such as Barnard College and Teachers College that were intent on
establishing a presence in the rapidly growing city. Thus, Morningside Heights became indelibly associated
with New York's educational, medical, and religious foundations, and was appropriately dubbed "the
Acropolis of New York."

In this extensively illustrated book, Andrew S. Dolkart explores the architecturally varied complexes built by
these organizations. He traces the successes and failures of each building project, as trustees and supporters
struggled to raise funds in order to construct great campuses in a city where residents were not always
generous in their support of such endeavors. Commissioning designs from some of city's and the nation's
leading architects, the Morningside Heights institutions created a richly diverse ensemble of buildings.

The book tells the stories of the excitement surrounding the initial plans for an Episcopal cathedral and the
ultimate failure of this grandiose project; the efforts of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. to build a rival
nondenominational church (Riverside Church); the development of Charles McKim's inspired designs for
Columbia's campus; the efforts of Barnard and Teachers College to build impressive campuses adjacent to
Columbia; and the later projects of Union and Jewish theological seminaries and the Institute of Musical Art
(late the Julliard School) to erect buildings that would be part of the larger institutional concentration, but
world provide each with a unique architectural identity.

Dolkart also traces the history of the surrounding residential neighborhood, providing the first
comprehensive analysis of the design and construction the early-twentieth-century speculative apartment
houses that typify so many New York neighborhoods. Based on extensive research and incorporating more
than 200 photographs, Morningside Heights will appeal to anyone interested in architecture, urban
development, or the history of New York City, as well as those associated with the neighborhood or its
institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

The book Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture & Development can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture & Development? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture &
Development has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Micheal Taylor:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the publication untitled Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture & Development can be fine
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Larry Swartz:

Precisely why? Because this Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture & Development is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Gary Ritchie:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture & Development your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Morningside Heights: A History of Its Architecture &
Development giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful



info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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