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The breathtakingly beautiful art created deep inside the caves of western Europe has the power to
dazzle even the most jaded observers.

Emerging from the narrow underground passages into the chambers of caves such as Lascaux, Chauvet, and
Altamira, visitors are confronted with symbols, patterns, and depictions of bison, woolly mammoths, ibexes,
and other animals.

Since its discovery, cave art has provoked great curiosity about why it appeared when and where it did, how
it was made, and what it meant to the communities that created it. David Lewis-Williams proposes that the
explanation for this lies in the evolution of the human mind. Cro-Magnons, unlike the Neanderthals,
possessed a more advanced neurological makeup that enabled them to experience shamanistic trances and
vivid mental imagery. It became important for people to "fix," or paint, these images on cave walls, which
they perceived as the membrane between their world and the spirit world from which the visions came. Over
time, new social distinctions developed as individuals exploited their hallucinations for personal
advancement, and the first truly modern society emerged.

Illuminating glimpses into the ancient mind are skillfully interwoven here with the still-evolving story of
modern-day cave discoveries and research. The Mind in the Cave is a superb piece of detective work, casting
light on the darkest mysteries of our earliest ancestors while strengthening our wonder at their aesthetic
achievements. 87 illustrations, 26 in color
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Mind
in the Cave: Consciousness and the Origins of Art? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Black:

The book The Mind in the Cave: Consciousness and the Origins of Art make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Mind in the
Cave: Consciousness and the Origins of Art for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like available and read a reserve The Mind in the Cave: Consciousness and the Origins of Art. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Duane Zook:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Mind in the Cave: Consciousness and the Origins of Art was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Patricia Rivera:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Mind in the Cave: Consciousness and the Origins of Art when you needed it?
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