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The rich and those in authority in church and state have, over the centuries, expressed mixed feelings about
the poor, oscillating between pity and fear, compassion and revulsion. Why this should have been so, the
effects it had on private and public actions, and the changing nature and orgins of the poor themselves form
the subject of this book. A great sweep of time is covered, from the first millenium to the present day. Even
in the Middle Ages, the author suggests, there was little sentimentality about the poor - other than for those
who chose to be so - and charity was valued as a way of excusing what was kept. Then the poor had
functions, as the means of securing divine salvation through the giving of alms, and as contractors who
would pray for their benefactors. But with the economic crises that afflicted Europe in the 16th century, mass
poverty came to be seen as harmful, dangerous and a source of instability: the poor must be forbidden to beg
and, lest they stole, provided with work. Most of the principles of modern poor relief were now formulated,
in parishes, cities and nationally. Few of these arrangements succeeded for long. The scale of poverty was
increasing: first through rural change in which farmers became landless labourers; then through industrial
change when craftsmen lost their status and independence and took uncertain employment in large industries.
If absolute poverty was less evident, the gap between rich and poor had become more manifest. It is here, Dr
Geremek shows, that the utopian ideals of socialism were born. Unrest could be contained in state welfare
schemes, or it could be manipulated into revolution, and the poor once more enslaved - this time in the name
of their own interests. This book shows how central the role of poverty has been throughout the history of
Europe. It casts a fresh perspective on the actions of individuals, groups and nations, and on the underlying
nature of the greatest social changes the continent has experienced.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Poverty: A History. All type of book can
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nancy Garcia:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of
Poverty: A History book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Elliott Townsend:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Poverty: A History book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Poverty: A History content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Poverty: A History is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Elsie Hawkins:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When you
read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Poverty: A
History, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.
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