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Everybody knows about community festivals that celebrate the good ol’ days?events like Rattlesnake
Roundup, Peanut Days, and Mule Day. Countless towns around the South stage them. They set aside one
weekend a year, rope off some parking, and celebrate some local theme on the courthouse lawn or in a
nearby pasture, touting lost days of imagined glory.

The phenomenon is rapidly proliferating across the region, but until now the deeper significance of these
hometown events has not been explored. In  Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit  Rodger Brown takes the
reader on a road trip across the South. He visits many festivals and unweaves their webs to find the meaning
that underlies them. Contrary to popular interpretation of them as times of celebration and fund-raising,
Brown discerns them to be times of mourning. Behind the scrim of jolly slideshows he find communities
responding to economic restructuring and cultural change.
As he travels across the South, he absorbs vivid impressions of boosterism and cornball symbolism. Along
this comical trail that he terms the “cracker circuit” he perceives how these seasonal events are staged by
white sponsors attempting to resurrect a splendid past that actually never existed. He likens them to
legendary Indians “ghost dancing” in ceremonial performances staged to conjure up a lost paradise.
In chapters with such titles as “Stuffing Sin in a Lard Bucker” and “Aunt Bee’s Death Certificate” Brown not
only sketches intriguing portraits of people and places but also makes fascinating revelations?the political
meaning of  Green Acres and Gilligan’s Island , the real story behind the Hatfield and McCoy Feud, and the
surprising role of  The Andy Griffith Show  in contemporary southern mythography.
Brown’s adventurous, good-natured inspection of this pervasive cultural curiosity discloses the state of the
South at the turn of the millennium.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
particular Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivals in the American South is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Brandon Jenkins:

Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivals in the American South can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivals in the American
South nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Charles Bax:

Beside this particular Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivals in the American South
in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of
Festivals in the American South because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Carol Anthony:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds



of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The
Culture of Festivals in the American South.
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