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A political leader's decisions can determine the fate of a nation, but what determines how and why that
leader makes certain choices? William H. Chafe, a distinguished historian of twentieth century America,
examines eight of the most significant political leaders of the modern era in order to explore the relationship
between their personal patterns of behavior and their political decision-making process. The result is a
fascinating look at how personal lives and political fortunes have intersected to shape America over the past
fifty years.

One might expect our leaders to be healthy, wealthy, genteel, and happy. In fact, most of these individuals--
from Franklin Delano Roosevelt to Martin Luther King, Jr., from John F. Kennedy to Bill Clinton--came
from dysfunctional families, including three children of alcoholics; half grew up in poor or only marginally
secure homes; most experienced discord in their marriages; and at least two displayed signs of mental
instability. What links this extraordinarily diverse group is an intense ambition to succeed, and the drive to
overcome adversity. Indeed, adversity offered a vehicle to develop the personal attributes that would define
their careers and shape the way they exercised power.

Chafe probes the influences that forged these men's lives, and profiles the distinctive personalities that
molded their exercise of power in times of danger and strife. The history of the United States from the
Depression into the new century cannot be understood without exploring the dynamic and critical
relationship between personal history and political leadership that these eight life stories so poignantly
reveal.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

This Private Lives/Public Consequences: Personality and Politics in Modern America book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This Private Lives/Public Consequences: Personality and Politics in Modern
America without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't become worry Private Lives/Public Consequences: Personality and Politics in Modern America can
bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Private Lives/Public Consequences: Personality and Politics in Modern
America having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Joseph Haner:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Private Lives/Public
Consequences: Personality and Politics in Modern America is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Lawrence Gibbs:

The book with title Private Lives/Public Consequences: Personality and Politics in Modern America contains
a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Alejandro Wisdom:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Private Lives/Public Consequences:
Personality and Politics in Modern America, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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