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Diversity is America's newest cultural ideal. Corporations alter their recruitment and hiring policy in the
name of a diverse workforce. Universities institute new admissions rules in the name of a diverse student
body. What its proponents have in mind when they cite the compelling importance of diversity, Peter Wood
argues in this elegant work, is not the dictionary meaning of the word—variety and multiplicity—but rather a
set of prescribed numerical outcomes in terms of racial and ethnic makeup. Writing with wit and erudition,
Wood has undertaken in this entertaining book nothing less than the biography of a concept. Drawing on his
experience as a social scientist, he traces the birth and evolution of "diversity." He shows how diversity
sprawls across politics, law, education, business, entertainment, personal aspiration, religion, and the arts, as
an encompassing claim about human identity. It asserts the principle that people are, above all else, members
of social groups and products of the historical experiences of those groups. In this sense, Wood shows,
diversity is profoundly anti-individualist and at odds with America's older ideals of liberty and equality.
Wood warns that as a political ideology, diversity undercuts America's long effort to overcome racial
division. He shows how the ideology of diversity has propelled the Neo-racialists on the political Right as
well as those on the multi-culturalist Left. But even if the diversity movement did not exacerbate racial and
social division, he believes that it would be a questionable cultural ideal. As Wood points out, "Our liberty
and our equality demand that we hold one another to common standards and that we reject all hierarchy
based on heredity—even the hierarchy that comes about when we grant present privileges to make up for
past privileges denied."
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Diversity: The Invention of a Concept. Try to the actual book Diversity:
The Invention of a Concept as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Lonnie Hammer:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Diversity: The Invention of a
Concept book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Irene Forrest:

This Diversity: The Invention of a Concept are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Diversity: The Invention of a Concept can be one of the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Diversity: The
Invention of a Concept forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Salvador Perez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Diversity: The Invention of a Concept can make you experience more interested to read.
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