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Ink landscape painting is a distinctive feature of the Northern Song, and painters of this era produced some
of the most celebrated artworks in Chinese history. The Efficacious Landscape addresses how landmark
works of this pivotal period first came to be identified as potent symbols of imperial authority and later
became objects through which exiled scholars expressed disaffection and dissent. In fulfilling these diverse
roles, landscape demonstrated its efficacy in communicating through embodiment and in transcending the
limitations of the concrete.

Building on decades of monographic writings on Song painting, this carefully researched study presents a
syncretic vision of how ink landscape evolved within the eleventh-century court community of artists,
scholars, and aristocrats. Detailed visua analyses of surviving works and new insight about key landscapes
by the court painter Guo Xi support the perspective put forward here and introduce original methodol ogies
for interpreting painting as an integral element of political and cultural history. By focusing on the efforts of
emperors, empresses, and eunuchs to cultivate ink landscape and itsiconography, this investigation also
tackles the social and class dichotomies that have long defined and frustrated existing scholarship on this
period’ s paintings, highlighting instead the interconnectedness of painting practice's elite modalities.
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From reader reviews:
Jason Hill:

The book The Efficacious Landscape: On the Authorities of Painting at the Northern Song Court (Harvard
East Asian Monographs) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Efficacious Landscape: On the
Authorities of Painting at the Northern Song Court (Harvard East Asian Monographs) to become your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some
or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up and read a guide The Efficacious L andscape:
On the Authorities of Painting at the Northern Song Court (Harvard East Asian Monographs). Kinds of book
arealot of. It meansthat, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Charles Anderson:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyonein the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous waysto share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Efficacious Landscape: On the Authorities of Painting at the Northern Song Court (Harvard East Asian
Monographs), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Wendell Holloway:

Precisely why? Because this The Efficacious Landscape: On the Authorities of Painting at the Northern Song
Court (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap theidea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who al write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of positive aspects than
the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , till
want to postpone having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Thomas Busch:

This The Efficacious Landscape: On the Authorities of Painting at the Northern Song Court (Harvard East
Asian Monographs) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given



it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Efficacious Landscape: On the Authorities of
Painting at the Northern Song Court (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produceitself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't missit!
Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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