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National Abjection explores the vexed relationship between "Asian Americanness" and "Americanness”
through a focus on drama and performance art. Karen Shimakawa argues that the forms of Asian
Americanness that appear in U.S. culture are a function of national abjection—a process that demands that
Americanness be defined by the exclusion of Asian Americans, who are either cast as symbolic foreigners
incapable of integration or Americanization or distorted into an “honorary” whiteness. She examines how
Asian Americans become culturally visible on and off stage, revealing the ways Asian American theater
companies and artists respond to the cultural implications of this abjection.

Shimakawa looks at the origins of Asian American theater, particularly through the memories of some of its
pioneers. Her examination of the emergence of Asian American theater companies illuminates their
strategies for countering the stereotypes of Asian Americans and the lack of visibility of Asian American
performers within the theater world. She shows how some plays—Wakako Yamauchi’s 12-1-A, Frank
Chin’s Chickencoop Chinaman, and The Year of the Dragon—have both directly and indirectly addressed
the displacement of Asian Americans. She analyzes works attempting to negate the process of
abjection—such as the 1988 Broadway production of M. Butterfly as well as Miss Saigon, a mainstream
production that enacted the process of cultural displacement both onstage and off. Finally, Shimakawa
considers Asian Americanness in the context of globalization by meditating on the work of Ping Chong,
particularly his East-West Quartet.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book National Abjection: The Asian
American Body Onstage will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or appropriate book with you?

Robert Olsen:

This book untitled National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Thomas Baier:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage, you may tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Dorothy Saunders:

National Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing National
Abjection: The Asian American Body Onstage although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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