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Rising at 11,750 feet in the Sangre de Cristo range and snaking 926 miles through New Mexico and Texas to
the Rio Grande, the Pecos River is one of the most storied waterways in the American West. It is also one of
the most troubled. In 1942, the National Resources Planning Board observed that the Pecos River basin
“probably presents a greater aggregation of problems associated with land and water use than any other
irrigated basin in the Western U.S.” In the twenty-first century, the river’s problems have only multiplied.
Bitter Waters, the first book-length study of the entire Pecos, traces the river’s environmental history from
the arrival of the first Europeans in the sixteenth century to today.

Running clear at its source and turning salty in its middle reach, the Pecos River has served as both a magnet
of veneration and an object of scorn. Patrick Dearen, who has written about the Pecos since the 1980s, draws
on more than 150 interviews and a wealth of primary sources to trace the river’s natural evolution and man’s
interaction with it. Irrigation projects, dams, invasive saltcedar, forest proliferation, fires, floods, flow
decline, usage conflicts, water quality deterioration—Dearen offers a thorough and clearly written account of
what each factor has meant to the river and its prospects. As fine-grained in detail as it is sweeping in
breadth, the picture Bitter Waters presents is sobering but not without hope, as it also extends to potential
solutions to the Pecos River’s problems and the current efforts to undo decades of damage.

Combining the research skills of an accomplished historian, the investigative techniques of a veteran
journalist, and the engaging style of an award-winning novelist, this powerful and accessible work of
environmental history may well mark a turning point in the Pecos’s fortunes.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River.

Otis Kozlowski:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River as the
daily resource information.

Sandra Passmore:

Exactly why? Because this Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Thelma Atkins:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. Bitter Waters: The Struggles of the Pecos River can be your answer given it can be read by you
who have those short extra time problems.
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